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News from the Japanese candidate site for the ILC in Iwate, Tohoku  

Higgs-kun and Sobacchi 

pose in front of CERN­s 

Globe of Science and 

Innovation  
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The ILC descends on Europe 
The Tohoku ILC Promotion Council, Iwate 

Government, and AAA visit CERN and the IEEE 

NSS/MIC conference in France  

Iwate, the International Linear Collider, and You 
 

THE KITAKAMI TIMES 



 

 

 

 

 

  

THE JAPANESE CANDIDATE SITE 
Iwate Prefecture 
A large prefecture in northern 

Japan, Iwate is home to the 

Kitakami candidate site for the 

ILC. 

Oshu City 
The ILC­s northern end will lie 

in Oshu, which is also home to 

the Mizusawa National 

Astronomical Observatory.  

Ichinoseki City 
The ILC will pass through Ichinoseki 

City, one of the largest cities in 

Iwate.  

Miyagi Prefecture 
Directly south of Iwate, Miyagi 

holds both Kesennuma and 

Sendai cities in its borders.  

Kesennuma City 
The southern tip of the ILC will 

lie in Kesennuma City. The city is 

hard at work rebuilding from 

the 2011 earthquake and 

tsunami.  

Sendai City 
Home to Tohoku University, 

Sendai is the urban center of the 

entire Tohoku region.  
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The Kitakami mountains are a 

range of gentle, rolling 

mountains in Iwate and Miyagi 

with a thick granite bedrock ± 

perfect conditions for an under -

ground particle accelerator.  

If the  ILC becomes a reality, about 3,000 researchers will come with their families to live in the area. 

An international hub of knowledge will be formed in our backyard, with leading edge research that 

will inspire new industries: medicine, IT, biotechnology, and many more. The ILC will be a great beacon 

of  hope to the people of Tohoku, Japan, and the rest of the world. The entire region is joining 

together to make it a reality.  

FOR THE FUTURE 

International Linear Collider  Search LEARN MORE 

WHAT IS THE     ? 
The International Linear Collider (ILC) will be one of the world­s largest scientific endeavors.  

Built in a 31 km-50km long tunnel underground, this state -of -the -art device will 

accelerate electron and positron particles and collide them at near the sp eed of 

light. By measuring their output, we will be able to learn more about the newly -

discovered Higgs particle, and quite possibly deepen our understanding of the 

Standard Model, the Big Bang, and the universe. Scientists and engineers 

worldwide are coll aborating to realize this unique project, which will contribute 

to fundamental science, industry, and a more international society.  

Higgs-kun 

A mascot for the 

Higgs particle! 

Morioka  City 

Morioka City 
The capital city of Iwate, and the 

host of the Linear Collider 

Workshop 2016. 
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IWATE PREFECTURE 

Bon Voyage, Sobacchi!  
By Amanda Wayama 

 

There we were: surrounded by scientists from around 

the world as they st udied our booth. What, exactly, was 

a PR booth for the Tohoku region doing at the IEEE 

NSS/MIC Conference about radiological technology ? 

And in Strasbourg, France, of all places?  

 

And just what, exactly, is ®Sobacchi?¯ 

 

The IEEE Nuclear Sciences Symposium and Medical 

Imaging Conference happens once a year and gathers 

physicists, medical specialists, and researchers from 

numerous fields for cross -discipline exchange and 

presentations. For the NSS portion, former KEK 

Director -General and current Iwate Prefec tural 

University President Atsuto Suzuki gave a presentation 

at the opening plenary on Japan­s involvement with 

international research, in particular the ILC. For many in 

attendance, this was their first time hearing of the 

project. Sensing a prime opportu nity to publicize the 

Tohoku area, the Tohoku ILC Promotion Council teamed 

up with the Iwate Prefectural Government to set up a 

booth in their exhibition space.  

 

  

ΓWhat,¯ pointed guests to the booth, ®is that? ̄

 

The first thing most people noticed was Sobacchi¤the 

mascot of Iwate Prefecture. Our little plush toy joined a 

foam Higgs-kun in being the belles of the ball, as there 

truly is a mascot for everything in Japan. As many of you 

know, Higgs-kun was created by the good folks at KEK 

to represent the Higgs boson. Sobacchi, and his four 

brothers, represent Iwate and its various regions as the 

Wanko Brothers: that­s right, five little 

anthropomorphic cup -kids! (Wanko means cup in Iwate 

dialect.)  

 

It wasn­t just Sobacchi that proved to be a selling point. 

The Tohoku ILC Promotion Council had a number of 

films specially produced to showcase both Tohoku and 

our commitment to the ILC project. There were large 

maps and information on Tohoku companies involved in 

the accelerator industry. And we had 5 intrepid guides 

to take people on a virtual tour of the region. Luckily, 

our visitors were already quite knowledgeable about 

Japan. ®You will have sold me on Tohoku as soon as you 

tell me what Ghibli movies are set there, ¯ said one of my 

favorite visitors to the booth. (As it so happens the 

prologue of Princess Mononoke  and the whole of 

Spirited Away  are influenced by various regions in 

Tohoku).  

 

Dr. Atsuto Suzuki, Sobacchi, and the rest 

of the staff at the Tohoku ILC 

Promotion Council booth  

Sobacchi & 

Higgs-kun  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shirakami-Sanchi
http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e7975.html



